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IATF Global Oversight 
IATF Stakeholder Communiqué 
 
 
The purpose of this Communiqué is to advise all IATF Stakeholders that the 
Auditor Guide for IATF 16949 has been updated.  
 
The 5th edition was approved in September 2024 by the IATF and will be 
published in English in January 2025. It will be translated into the IATF approved 
languages shortly thereafter. This 5th edition supersedes the 4th edition. 
 
This latest version aligns the essential auditor competency requirements to the 
IATF 3rd Party Auditor Training & Evaluation process and incorporates 
requirement changes from Rules 6th.  
 
A new section (section 4) has been added to address required auditor competency 
for auditors auditing clients under a corporate scheme.  
 
This 5th edition represents a consolidation of automotive audit best practices 
through the complete audit cycle. The guide describes the knowledge and skills 
required through every stage of the audit process and provides a mechanism to 
support auditor selection and development. 
 
Although this guide was primarily designed for use by 3rd party auditors, it can 
also be used as a useful reference document for internal or second party auditors. 
 
Please visit the IATF Global Oversight Website for more information on language 
availability and where to buy options https://www.iatfglobaloversight.org/iatf-
publications/ 
 
If you have any questions, please contact IATF Oversight. 
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